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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-9, 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sutter(5,924,094). 

3. As per claims 1, 19-20, Sutter discloses a method for altering encryption status in a 
relational database in a continuous process(see col. 43, lines 45-55, col. 50, lines 39-44), 
providing a table in the database, the table including a maintenance area and a base area, the base 
area having a first set of records(see col. 9, lines 10-22); copying the first set or records from the 
base area to the maintenance area, thereby creating, in the maintenance area, a second set of 
records; in response to a user action, modifying a record in the second set of records(see col. 13, 
lines 39-60, col. 59, lines 1 1-25); altering encryption status of the base area; copying the second 
set of records in the maintenance area to the base area, thereby creating, in the base area, a third 
set of records; and modifying a record in the third set of records(see col. 43, lines 45-55, col. 50, 
lines 39-44). 

4. As per claim 2, Sutter inherently discloses a trigger, modifying a record in the second set 
of records is implemented in a trigger which is added to the table(see col. 43, lines 45-55). 

5. As per claim 3, Sutter discloses wherein modifying a record in the second set of records 
including receiving data manipulation language statements(see col. 6, lines 61-66). 
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6. As per claim 4, Sutter discloses wherein each base area in the database table have a 
corresponding maintenance area(see col. 3, lines 40-52). 

7. As per claim 5, Sutter discloses emptying the maintenance area(see col. 68, lines 64-67, 
col. 69, lines 4-19), 

8. As per claim 6, Sutter discloses emptying the base area before the step of altering(see col. 
69, lines 4-19). 

9. As per claim 7, and 9, Sutter inherently discloses setting the value of a record in the first 
set of records to NULL(see col. 43, lines 45-55). 

10. As per claim 8, Sutter discloses changing the data type of the base area(see col. 72, lines 
6-20). 

11. As per claim 16, wherein modifying a record in the third set of records includes receiving 
data manipulation language(DML)statements(see col. 6, lines 61-66). 

12. As per claim 17, wherein the base area includes a first column of the table and the 
maintenance area includes a second column of the table(see col. 9, lines 10-22). 

13. As per claim 18, wherein the step of altering encryption status of the base area includes 
activating encryption means of the base area(see col. 43, lines 45-55, col 50, lines 39-44). 



Response to Amendment 

14. The Applicant states a first set of records are copied to the maintenance area, thereby 
creating a second set of records in the maintenance area. The Examiner disagrees with the 
Applicant. Sutter discloses that data is synchronized between databases(see col. 9, lines 5-22). 



Application/Control Number: 09/712,926 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2131 

15. The Applicant states that Sutter fails to disclose a user action, modifying a record in the 
second set of records. The AppUcant states that Sutter discloses all user interaction takes place 
with a local copy of data, which is periodically synchronized, in the background, with a server. 
The Examiner disagrees with the Applicant. The replication engine user interface is a run-time 
component which provides a user interface for operator control of the replication engine at the 
site(see col. 12, lines 30-34). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jenise E. Jackson whose telephone number is (571) 272-3791. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (6:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.) alternate Friday's. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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